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COVID-19 6/8 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 7,081,665 
Total deaths – 404,360 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,954,936 
Total deaths – 110,876 
Total # tests – 20,235,678 
  
Administration 

• Trump said Friday he’ll ask Congress to pass more economic stimulus, including a payroll 

tax cut. “We’ll be going for a payroll tax cut, we think that’ll be incredible in terms of 

what we’re doing because again we’re going to be bigger, stronger, better than we ever 

were,” Trump said in remarks at the White House. 

• The World Health Organization remains “intimately” involved in global efforts to 

develop a vaccine against the novel coronavirus virus, according to a top federal 

government vaccine official. 

o “Right now the World Health Organization remains intimately involved working 

with a number of groups, working with an international vaccine group, working 

with GAVI for procurement of vaccine,” Dr. John Mascola, the director of the 

Vaccine Research Center at National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, part of the National Institutes of Health, said Friday. 

o Infectious disease experts from the National Institutes of Health and the Fred 

Hutchinson Cancer Research Center said the chances of developing a successful 

Covid-19 vaccine by January is an extremely ambitious challenge, but it’s 

possible. 

o “Everything will have to go incredibly perfectly if that's going to happen,” said Dr. 

Larry Corey, a leading expert in virology, immunology and vaccine development 

and a member of Fred Hutch’s vaccine and infectious disease division. 

“Obviously the first vaccine out of the box, which is this RNA vaccine, whether 

it's Pfizer or Moderna, are going to have to work terrifically well to get an answer 

by January." 

o The federal government's "Operation Warp Speed" vaccine program, with its 

emphasis on quick production and testing of experimental coronavirus vaccines, 

is fueling fears already stirred up by vaccine skeptics, two experts said Friday. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/05/health/warp-speed-coronavirus-vaccine-worries/index.html
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• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Sunday said it’s closely 

monitoring the demonstrations happening across America. The comments come amid 

concerns that the protests – like other gatherings – could spur additional coronavirus 

transmission. 

o “CDC and our federal partners are monitoring closely the demonstrations 

happening across America. Protests and large gatherings make it difficult to 

maintain our recommended social distancing guidelines and may put others at 

risk,” CDC spokesperson Kristen Nordlund said in a statement. 

• The Pentagon announced Monday that it had lifted travel restrictions on 44 destinations 

which had been placed to limit the spread of the coronavirus pandemic. 

o The 44 locations include 39 US states and five countries: Bahrain, Belgium, 

Germany, Japan and the United Kingdom.  

o The Pentagon said in a statement that these locations “meet the conditions to 

lift travel restrictions, subject to the assessment of conditions at individual 

military installations within these areas. 

• The US government's current supply of remdesivir, the only drug known to work against 

Covid-19, will run out at the end of the month, a federal health official told CNN. 

o The government's last shipment of the drug will go out the week of June 29. 

Gilead Sciences, the company that makes the drug, is ramping up to make more, 

but it's unclear how much will be available this summer. 

• U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin on Monday spoke with Russian Finance 

Minister Anton Siluanov about Covid-19 and economic recoveries in the U.S. and Russia, 

according to the statement from Treasury Department. 

o They discussed progress on the Debt Service Suspension Initiative for the poorest 

countries 

o Russia intends to fully participate, U.S. Treasury says 

• Small Business Admin. and Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin will issue new rules and 

guidance, a modified borrower application form, and modified loan forgiveness after 

enactment of the new Paycheck Protection Program bill, according to statement. 

o New guidance will include extended covered period for loan forgiveness 

increased to 24 weeks after loan is disbursed, according to Treasury Dept in 

statement 

o PPP loans approved by SBA on or after June 5 will increase maturity to five years: 

statement 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1026


 
 
 

COVID-19 6/8 UPDATE 
 

• U.S. State Dept begins reopening, allowing managers to bring back up to 40% of their 

team, according to letter sent by Undersecretary for Management Brian Bulatao. 

o Only non-vulnerable employees who cannot telework or require access to 

classified systems should return 

o In Washington, Domestic Diplomacy Strong Council expects to start reopening on 

June 15 

• FTC Commissioner Christine Wilson discussed the urgent need for federal privacy 

legislation during a Cato Institute webinar on Friday. Wilson raised privacy alarms about 

whether the Covid-19 contact tracing apps are limiting use and data collection. She 

expressed concern with companies giving data to the government without first 

informing consumers. 

o “We need federal privacy legislation that can help apply some of the very 

familiar principles that we talk about in the privacy arena to the collection of 

health data, location data,” she said on the webinar. “And with these established 

legal boundaries, companies would be better equipped to determine when the 

government is asking them to cross the line for the public good, and whether 

they should require a subpoena or inform customers before turning over the 

data.” 

• The U.S. is taking part in discussions at the International Civil Aviation Organization, an 

agency of the UN, about the effects of the coronavirus on the CORSIA pact, which 

controls aviation greenhouse gas emissions, according to a statement from the FAA. 

• A startling number of Americans are using bleach on their food or misusing household 

cleaners apparently with hopes to protect themselves from the virus, according to a 

new poll published today by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. An 

internet panel of 500 people found over a third of respondents “engaging in 

nonrecommended high-risk practices,” such as applying the cleaners to their skin or 

inhaling or ingesting them 

• Treasury guidance offering blanket relief for investors in tax-advantaged opportunity 

funds was widely lauded by proponents of the tax breaks and those who advise on 

them. 

o The Thursday guidance is meant to help investors who are financing 

developments in case they are suffering under the economic effects of the 

coronavirus pandemic. It extends the period for investors to funnel profits into 

the funds after triggering the gains—relief many, including some lawmakers, 

have requested. 

https://www.cato.org/events/coronavirus-constitution-iii-shutdown-lawsuits-testing-contact-tracing
https://aboutbtax.com/Rf1
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• White House economic adviser Kevin Hassett says May’s jobs report shows President 

Trump’s policies are working and forecasts that the June labor report “will be something 

like” May’s release. 

o There will be another coronavirus relief package, but how it is structured will 

depend on the labor market’s performance in June, Hassett tells Fox Business in 

an interview  

o Current stimulus builds a bridge until July, he says 

• The FDA said tests by a unit of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found 

variations in the design and performance of the Chinese respirators that make them 

unsuitable for decontamination. 

o The FDA is revising emergency use authorizations to reflect which devices can be 

reued, said Anand Shah, deputy commissioner for medical and scientific affairs. 

The agency was responding to safety concerns about decontaminating certain 

respirators. 

• DOT on Friday extended its Covid-19 policy for the Essential Air Service program, which 

lays out how carriers providing EAS can receive compensation for flights that weren’t 

completed as a result of the pandemic. The policy is now effective through Sept. 30. 

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency awarded contracts worth about $151 

million to 16 companies to provide swabs and other supplies for Covid-19 testing, 

according to the General Services Administration website and a BGOV database. The 

largest contracts went to Longhorn Vaccine and Diagnostics, Thomas Scientific, and 

Remel. The majority of the contracts are to be completed by July 1, though a few end in 

early October.  

• The Covid-19 pandemic is delaying the FDA’s ability to advance applications for 

potentially transformative cell and gene therapy treatments, the head of the biologics 

center’s advanced therapies office said. The Food and Drug Administration may have to 

push back meetings for applications that don’t address Covid-19 by a month or two. 

• The Federal Reserve expanded its Main Street Lending Program, which it said will be 

open for eligible lenders “soon,” allowing more companies to participate and lessening 

the burden on banks that create the loans. 

o “Supporting small and mid-sized businesses so they are ready to reopen and 

rehire workers will help foster a broad-based economic recovery,” Fed Chair 

Jerome Powell said in a statement Monday accompanying the announcement. “I 

am confident the changes we are making will improve the ability of the Main 

Street Lending Program to support employment during this difficult period.” 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=cb1601060477e9b2cd7f422c64c7c9ee303c002ea5d9f46f1431310ba9d7d56d16e9a35be468ebaa73fb873376b8a30c
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o Businesses participating in the program, which aims to boost lending to small 

and mid-size companies through three facilities, will be able to defer principal 

payments on their loans for two years, up from the previously announced one 

year. Interest payments will still be deferred for one year. The Fed lowered loan 

minimums to $250,000 from $500,000 and extended the loan term to five years 

from four. 

o Banks will be required to hold 5% of the loans on their balance sheet for all three 

facilities, where previously they had to hold 15% of loans to more-risky 

businesses. 

o The Main Street program will be open for lender registration soon, the Fed said, 

and it’ll start buying loans “shortly afterward.” The three facilities are backed by 

a $75 billion investment from the Treasury Department that’s part of the $454 

billion allocated by Congress in the CARES Act for the Fed’s emergency-lending 

programs during the coronavirus pandemic. 

  
Capitol Hill 

• A bipartisan group of 41 senators, led by Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) and Roger Wicker 

(R-Miss.), said in a letter Friday they want additional assistance for community health 

centers in the next virus relief package. 

• The PPP is estimated to increase deficits by $483 billion over a decade, according to a 

Congressional Budget Office report released Friday in response to a request from Sen. 

Rick Scott (R-Fla.). The CARES Act is projected to increase the deficit by about $1.7 

trillion, the CBO said. 

o The budget outlook coming in September may be significantly different than 

estimates from late April that projected a deficit of $3.6 trillion in fiscal year 

2020 and $2.1 trillion in fiscal year 2021, depending on future relief, according to 

the report. 

• China's Foreign Ministry has called on US Senator Rick Scott to "produce the evidence" 

after he accused China of trying to "sabotage" US vaccine efforts. 

o "The Senator claims there is evidence showing China is sabotaging and slowing 

down Western countries' [vaccine] efforts, I hope he will just produce the 

evidence," said Hua Chunying, a spokesperson for China’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on Monday.  

• The U.S. federal deficit was $424b in May as revenue shrunk and officials spent stimulus 

funds, according to a Congressional Budget Office report. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248881
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB365
https://www.stabenow.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/6.5.2020%20Stabenow%20Wicker%20Letter%20to%20Approps%20on%20CHC%20Funding.pdf
https://aboutbtax.com/Rg6
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247618
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2020-06/56390-CBO-MBR.pdf
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o Receipts totaled $175b in May, compared to $232b in May 2019. Lost wages and 

stimulus tax deferrals both contributed to the decrease, CBO says 

o Outlays totaled $598b, compared to $440b in May 2019 

o Note: April 2020 deficit was $738b, CBO says 

• The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee holds a hearing 

tomorrow on the federal government’s procurement and distribution strategies in 

response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee holds a hearing tomorrow on 

wildfire management during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The Senate Judiciary Committee meets for a hearing tomorrow on law enforcement’s 

response to Covid-19-related fraud. 

• The House Energy and Commerce Environment and Climate Change Subcommittee 

plans a virtual hearing tomorrow titled, “Pollution and Pandemics: COVID-19’s 

Disproportionate Impact on Environmental Justice Communities.” 

• The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee convenes a virtual hearing 

tomorrow on the effects of Covid-19 on transportation workers. 

• The Senate Finance Committee plans a hearing tomorrow on the role of unemployment 

insurance in responding to Covid-19. Witnesses include Secretary of Labor Eugene 

Scalia. 

• The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee on Wednesday will 

discuss students returning to school safely while contending with Covid-19. 

• The Senate Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee on Wednesday will 

examine implementation of Title I of the Cares Act, which provides emergency relief to 

small businesses for keeping employees on their payroll despite losses attributable to 

Covid-19. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Small Business Administration head 

Jovita Carranza are scheduled to testify. 

• The House Oversight and Reform Committee plans a hearing Wednesday on supporting 

essential workers during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The House Financial Services Housing, Community Development, and Insurance 

Subcommittee scheduled a hearing Wednesday on the effects of Covid-19 on housing 

renters and evictions. 

• The House Armed Services Committee plans a hearing Wednesday on Covid-19’s effect 

on the defense industrial base, according to a committee statement. Undersecretary of 

Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment Ellen Lord will testify. 

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/evaluating-the-federal-governments-procurement-and-distribution-strategies-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=3656E5CA-8584-41F3-AA19-A8F14A2935B6
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/covid-19-fraud-law-enforcements-response-to-those-exploiting-the-pandemic
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-pollution-and-pandemics-covid-19s-disproportionate-impact-on
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-pollution-and-pandemics-covid-19s-disproportionate-impact-on
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/on-the-front-lines-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-transportation-workers
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/unemployment-insurance-during-covid-19-the-cares-act-and-the-role-of-unemployment-insurance-during-the-pandemic
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/unemployment-insurance-during-covid-19-the-cares-act-and-the-role-of-unemployment-insurance-during-the-pandemic
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-going-back-to-school-safely
https://www.sbc.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=C0E44E40-CC47-469C-9404-BE3EB4020AA0
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110776
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110776
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110774
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110774
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• The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee will assess the VA’s response to Covid-19 on 

Thursday. 

• The House Administration Subcommittee on Elections holds its own virtual hearing on 

voting rights and election administration amid the virus on Thursday. 

• The House Financial Services Task Force on Financial Technology on Thursday will 

discuss inclusive banking amid the Covid-19 pandemic and improving delivery of 

stimulus payments. 

• The House Appropriations Interior-Environment Subcommittee holds a hearing 

Thursday on the Indian Health Service’s Covid-19 response. Indian Health Service 

Director Michael D. Weahkee, National Indian Health Board CEO Stacey Bohlen, and 

National Council of Urban Indian Health Executive Director Francys Crevier will testify. 

• Chinese respirators used by health-care professionals in treating coronavirus patients 

should not be decontaminated for reuse, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration said, 

reversing a decision that had allowed the action when such devices were in short 

supply. 

• Senate Democrats are questioning “a number of gaps” in USDA’s $3 billion food box 

distribution program, which has already awarded $1.2 billion to companies to supply 

meat, dairy, fruits and vegetables to food banks and other nonprofits. Led by Senate 

Agriculture ranking member Debbie Stabenow (Mich.), the senators also noted concern 

about the “equity in the distribution of the food boxes” across cities and states. 

• The U.S. Postal Service appears to be doing better financially than initially expected 

given the coronavirus and should revise its financial projections, three Republican 

lawmakers say in a letter to the postmaster general.  

o “USPS revenues were down initially, but they have since recovered dramatically 

due to an increase in package volume that is apparently rivaling volumes leading 

up to Christmas,” Republican Sen.Ron Johnson and GOP Reps. Jim Jordan and 

Jody Hice write  

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says the economic fallout from the pandemic 

may have bottomed out earlier than expected and millions of jobs are returning. 

o McConnell, in opening floor comments, also praises peaceful protests over the 

weekend that spread to small towns across the nation 

State/Local 

• Four states – California, Texas, Florida and Illinois – are all outpacing New York state in 

their averages of daily new coronavirus cases, according to a CNN analysis. 

https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110777
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110770
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406612
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406612
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/indian-health-service-covid-19-response
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBKHVQMB2SJR
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e4aa79c2904d79d3ed74383c5fd905c31b3693466ca56905ccd42f1ca7818c7b5bbba44dc8cc07f0b29c6665038edde1
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e4aa79c2904d79d3b514b5511d7a220cd31fea5bf2a2cbbeddf46d62481d14443ef097f17e80086e039e4e85eed0a009
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-06-05%20RHJ-JDJ%20Letter%20to%20PMG%20requesting%20revised%20projections.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB51230
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
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o California, on average, saw the most new cases per day over the week ending 

June 7, averaging about 2,666 daily new cases, Johns Hopkins University data 

shows. 

• The Mall of America – which is located in Bloomington, Minnesota – will open on June 

10 for the first time since March. The mall’s website says the facility initially will have a 

limited number of stores open, and some will offer curbside pickup. 

• The city of Miami Beach announced in a news release Friday that certain businesses 

may reopen starting Monday June 8.  

o Those businesses include gyms, fitness studios, tattoo parlors, massage studios 

and summer camps if they meet the guidelines for reopening, according to the 

release. 

o Movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses and bowling alleys may 

be permitted to reopen if they submit a Covid-19 mitigation plan to the city and 

county and it is approved, the release said.   

o Bars, pubs and nightclubs that are licensed by the state can reopen if they sell 

food, the release said.  

• New York City's Metropolitan Transportation Authority Chairman and CEO Patrick Foye 

announced a 13-point action plan ahead of the start of New York’s phased reopening 

Monday. 

o The 13 points include increasing the presence of New York Police Department 

and MTA police officers systemwide, staggering hours for MTA employees, using 

contactless payment systems and having floor markings for social distancing he 

said. 

o Foye also urged businesses to stagger hours for their own employees in order to 

avoid overwhelming the system during rush hour.  

• Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz announced the reopening of indoor dining, gyms and 

entertainment venues beginning Wednesday as part of the state's phase three of 

reopening. 

o Occupancy will be limited based on risk, with an overall occupancy maximum of 

250 people, the statement said. 

• Washington, DC, officials outlined in a news conference today the metrics needed for 

the nation's capital to enter into phase two of reopening and noted that the earliest 

date to enter this phase would be June 19. 

o The key metrics which public health officials would need include: 

o 14 days of sustained community spread decline starting today 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
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o Hospital capacity less than 80% for 14 days 

o Testing positivity rate of 15% or less for 7 days 

o More than 90% success in contacting tracing for the person who tested positive 

within one day, more than 90% success in contacting close contacts of the 

positive test within two days 

o Under phase two, more businesses can begin to reopen with certain restrictions, 

including museums and indoor restaurants, according to the city's reopening 

plans. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Saturday that he is planning to accelerate the 

reopening of temples, mosques and churches. 

o Houses of worship across the state will be allowed to open with up to 25% 

occupancy in phase two, as long as all social distancing measures are taken.   

o At his daily news briefing, Cuomo said "we are doing so well on the metrics" but 

encouraged people to "stay smart." 

• Mayor Bill de Blasio said New York City is within parameters regarding its Covid-19 data 

to proceed as planned with their phase one reopening on Monday. 

o The statewide thresholds to enter phase one include having less than 200 people 

admitted to hospitals per day, to have under 375 intensive care unit patients 

across the city, and to have less than 15% of city residents testing positive for 

Covid-19. 

o As of Sunday, NYC hospitals have admitted 72 people due to Covid-19, 324 

people remain in ICUs, and 4% of the city is currently testing positive for Covid-

19, de Blasio said. 

• New York City will perform 35,000 tests a day and monitor the data for any signs of a 

spike, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Monday. 

o Cuomo asked all protesters to get a Covid-19 test, highlighting 15 testing sites 

around NYC that are prioritized just for protesters.  

o The Governor said there are more than 240 testing sites in New York City. The 

city entered phase one of reopening today. 

• In the past week, the number of daily Covid-19 cases in Florida has been greater than 

1,200 for 5 of the past 6 days, according to the latest data from the Florida Department 

of Health (FLDOH).  

o An analysis of the data shows, however, that the percentage of positive cases 

has been dropping in the last week and an increasing number of test results have 

been posted.  

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/reopendc
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/reopendc
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• The Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which runs subways, buses, commuter rail, 

bridges and tunnels in the New York City area, is getting masks and other supplies ahead 

of reopening on Monday. 

o Governor Andrew Cuomo said 1 million masks and 25,000 gallons of hand 

sanitizer in two-ounce bottle are en route to the agency. 

• Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker said businesses can reopen with some 

restrictions on Monday, following a steady drop in cases and hospitalizations. Since mid-

April, the seven-day average for positive tests is down 82% and the three-day average of 

hospitalized patients is down 55%. 

o Retail stores and restaurants with outdoor tables can reopen, as can hotels, but 

without hosting conferences or meetings, Baker said. Outdoor recreational 

facilities can open, and professional sports teams can practice but not play 

games or invite spectators. 

o Personal services such has hair salons and personal training are excluded from 

the first phase, Baker said. 

• Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont announced Monday that he is ordering an independent 

review of the response to the Covid-19 pandemic by state nursing homes. 

o The review will be conducted by a third party and will incorporate a “top-to-

bottom analysis of all elements of the pandemic and how it was addressed in 

these facilities.” 

• North Carolina Secretary of Health and Human Services Dr. Mandy Cohen said today, 

“The percent of tests that are positive" for the state "is now among the highest in the 

nation." 

o She continued: "I am concerned. These trends moving in the wrong direction is a 

signal we need to take very seriously.” 

International 

• Liberia will open its borders in two weeks as the West African country eases lockdown 

measures. Commercial flights can resume and hotels can reopen from June 21, 

President George Weah said in a Friday statement on his website. 

o The government is also working out guidelines to allow final-year secondary 

school students to return to class sometime in June, so they can sit for exams in 

August, he said 

• A Brazilian labor court judge ordered iron-ore producer Vale SA to close the Conceicao, 

Caue and Periquito pits in its Itabira complex in Minas Gerais state after a Covid-19 
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outbreak among workers. Vale had earlier fended off an attempt to close the complex, 

according to a statement on the prosecutors’ website dated Friday. 

o The order was granted after 188 workers tested positive for. Rio de Janeiro-

based Vale said in an emailed response that “it has been notified and is already 

working on the necessary actions to better comply with the decision.” 

• Belgium’s council of ministers agreed on a series of fresh measures as part of its plan to 

help cushion the social and economic impact of the pandemic. 

o The government is extending to Aug. 31 measures such as temporary 

unemployment support as well as introducing steps to support the hospitality 

industry, which expects a reduction in VAT to 6% on all services except alcoholic 

beverage sales until the end of the year. 

• Almost all coronavirus restrictions in New Zealand will be lifted tomorrow, Prime 

Minister Jacinda Ardern has announced, after the country reported no active cases. 

o Schools and workplaces will be able to reopen under the new "level 1" 

rules, with no limitations on gatherings or domestic travel. 

o However, social distancing is still encouraged, and Ardern said New Zealand's 

international borders will remain shut to non-residents to prevent new 

outbreaks. Residents arriving in New Zealand will still have to quarantine for two 

weeks. 

• The World Health Organization supports the current movement against racial injustice 

and encourages all protesters to wear masks during demonstrations, Director-General 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said during a media briefing in Geneva on Monday. 

o "WHO fully supports equality and the global movement against racism. We reject 

discrimination of all kinds," Tedros said on Monday. 

o "We encourage all those protesting around the world to do so safely," Tedros 

said. 

• The U.K. government is set to allow citizens to go to places of worship for private 

individual prayer from June 15, a Downing Street official said. There’s still no plan to 

allow weddings of any size or full services. 

• Kenya extended a ban on public gatherings for 30 days to curb the spread of 

coronavirus and barred entry and exit from the capital Nairobi and the counties of 

Mombasa on the coast and Mandera in the northeast. 

o President Uhuru Kenyatta, in a Saturday televised address, said the nationwide 

night-time curfew will remain in force for another 30 days and schools, closed 

since March, will resume on Sept. 1. 

https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-system/covid-19-alert-system/#alert-level-1-%E2%80%94-prepare
https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-system/covid-19-alert-system/#alert-level-1-%E2%80%94-prepare
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBIDGBDWRGG1
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o The government lifted restrictions previously in force in the Kilifi and Kwale 

counties. Curbs on movement in the Kenyan capital and three other regions 

began April 6. 

• Israel will “hit the emergency brake” on its reopening plans as the number of 

coronavirus cases rises sharply, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Monday during 

a meeting of the coronavirus cabinet. 

o “There has been a very steep increase in morbidity. It could be that we are 

already seeing the doubling of the rate of infection within ten days. I very much 

hope not, " Netanyahu said during the meeting. 

o For the past eight days, Israel has seen approximately 100 new infections a day, 

up from approximately 20 new infections a day a week earlier. 

• Canada announced Monday that it would relax some border restrictions for immediate 

family members of Canadian citizens and permanent residents, including some who 

have been trying to enter from the United States. 

o Despite the change, a 14-day mandatory quarantine for anyone entering the 

country remains in place 

• Russia is partially reopening its borders for several kinds of trips, Prime Minister Mikhail 

Mishustin announced in a Monday meeting with the country's coronavirus response 

council. 

o Russians will be able to travel abroad to care for relatives, undergo medical 

treatment, to work or study. Foreigners will also be able to enter Russia for 

medical purposes, Mishustin said, adding that corresponding government 

decrees have already been signed. 

• Moscow is also lifting quarantine restrictions starting Tuesday, Moscow mayor Sergey 

Sobyanin said in a statement published Monday. The restrictions will be lifted in three 

stages and the city is expected to return to normal by the end of the month, the mayor 

added. 

• The UK has imposed a mandatory 14-day quarantine on international passengers 

arriving in the country, beginning on Monday.  

o British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been criticized for not implementing 

such a restriction at the beginning of the pandemic, with UK airlines jointly 

bringing legal action against the government.  

o There are some exceptions to the quarantine rules. Truck drivers, frontline 

healthcare workers and elite athletes coming for bio-secure soccer or cricket 

matches or F1's British Grand Prix in late July will all be exempt. 
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• Ireland today entered Phase Two of its roadmap to ease lockdown restrictions. On 

Friday, Irish Prime Minister (Taoiseach) Leo Varadkar announced an acceleration of the 

country’s roadmap based on "medical evidence" and "government reports." 

• As of Monday, Denmark is allowing gatherings of up to 50 people, up from 10, Danish 

Health Ministry Press Officer Solveig Røigaard-Petersen told CNN. 

• The borders of India’s national capital will re-open on June 8, one week after they were 

closed in an effort to curb the spread of coronavirus. 

o Delhi’s Chief Minister, Arvind Kejriwal, confirmed that the regional government 

has decided to open its borders with adjoining states of Haryana and Uttar 

Pradesh from Monday. 

o Delhi will also allow shopping malls, restaurants, and places of worship to 

resume business with certain social distancing guidelines as issued by the central 

government, added Kejriwal. 

• Directors and executives of around 480 listed companies can apply for exemption from 

the 14-day compulsory quarantine when arriving in Hong Kong from mainland China, 

according to a government statement issued on Monday morning.  

Other 

• Apple Inc. will reopen its French stores Tuesday with measures to ensure that 

employees and customers have little chance to get infected. The company will limit the 

number of people in stores, require social distancing, provide masks that must be worn, 

and will clean the facilities throughout the day. 

• Delta Air Lines Inc. will suspend flights to 11 U.S. markets beginning in early July to help 

lower costs during the pandemic. The cities account for about 5% of its domestic 

airports.  

o “Suspending operations at these airports will reduce costs where customer 

demand is low,” said Sandy Gordon, a senior vice president. 

o Delta also said it’s indefinitely suspending service to Ottawa International Airport 

as of June 21 

• Film and television productions in California will soon be able to send their people back 

to work, several months after the coronavirus pandemic shuttered operations across 

the country and internationally.  

o The new guidance from the California Department of Public Health states that 

TV, film and music productions in the state can resume on June 12, "subject to 

approval by county public health officers within the jurisdictions of operations."  
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o The long-awaited green light came on Friday in an update that also provided 

updated guidance for schools, day camps and professional sports.  

• Oil giant BP will cut almost 15% of its workforce globally as it looks to reduce costs as a 

result of the coronavirus pandemic, Chief Executive Bernard Looney told staff in an 

email Monday obtained by CNN. 

o BP said it will cut 10,000 jobs, mostly by the end of 2020, with the majority of 

people affected in office-based roles rather than frontline operational ones.  

• France will offer a plan worth “billions of euros” to rescue its beleaguered aerospace 

industry, Transport Minister Jean-Baptiste Djebbari said Sunday, as companies struggle 

with fallout from the coronavirus outbreak. 

o The aid package to be presented Tuesday is aimed at European jet manufacturer 

Airbus SE, engine maker Safran SA, defense group Thales SA, and hundreds of 

suppliers that have lost business during the pandemic. 

o Separately, many European nations will probably agree to reopen air travel in 

the so-called Schengen area from June 15, assuming the crisis continues to 

abate, Djebbari added. Air France’s flights may rise from 5% of its usual level to 

15% from June 15, and to 40% in mid-August, he said. 

• The Art Basel show, slated for September, has been called off after talks with galleries, 

collectors, partners and experts amid worries about health risks and global travel 

restrictions. 

o Art Basel joins dozens of other fairs and auctions delayed or canceled due to the 

coronavirus, including the Venice Biennale. The show in Basel, Switzerland, drew 

93,000 people last year. 

• In a new op-ed published in The New York Times on Monday, University of 

Pennsylvania professors Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel and Dr. Paul Offit pose the concern that 

President Trump could push for the release of a Covid-19 vaccine prematurely in order 

to boost his campaign for the upcoming presidential election in November. 

o "Given how this president has behaved, this incredibly dangerous scenario is not 

far-fetched. In a desperate search for a political boost, he could release a 

coronavirus vaccine before it had been thoroughly tested and shown to be safe 

and effective," Emanuel and Offit wrote. 

o They went on to describe how there are 123 candidate Covid-19 vaccines in 

development around the world and 10 are currently in human trials. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBHYPKT0AFBA
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• Major League Baseball is proposing a 76-game season in the league’s latest idea to save 

the 2020 season, per ESPN. The report details the latest proposal by the owners sent to 

the players union Monday morning. 

• Transmission of the coronavirus by people who aren’t showing symptoms is “very rare,” 

the World Health Organization said today, contradicting speculation by public health 

officials and researchers that the disease was being spread by people who weren’t 

showing signs of illness. “It still appears to be rare that an asymptomatic person actually 

transmits onward to a secondary individual,” Maria Van Kerkhove, head of the WHO’s 

emerging diseases and zoonosis unit, said. 

• Research from genetic-testing giant 23andMe found differences in a gene that 

influences a person’s blood type can affect a person’s susceptibility to Covid-19. 

Preliminary results from more than 750,000 participants suggests type O blood is 

especially protective against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19, the company 

said today. 

  
 


